“The Way of Holiness”

A Look at our Founders
on Founder’s Day

Good morning and Happy Founders Day. A few weeks ago, Pastor Michael contacted
me and asked if | could give a message today on Founders Day. This is a real honor
because LA Holiness Church is the founding church of our Conference — so thank you
for inviting me.
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Whenever | speak at one of our churches, | always let people know that, “l am not a
Pastor.” | am only a lay person, so please know that you do not have to take anything |
say today too seriously.
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What is Founder’s Day?

- Last Sunday in April

- Medicare premium support for retired Pastors,
their wives, and widows — currently 14

- Emergency reserve for uncovered health needs

- On average, churches provide $10,000 annually

Founder’s Day is the last Sunday of April each year. It helps pay for the Medicare
premiums for our retired Pastors, their wives, and Pastor widows of the Conference.
This is a total of 14 people currently supported by Founders Day. It also helps pay for
large health needs not covered by insurance. The Churches donate about $10,000



each year from the churches. Thank you LA Holiness Church as you have always been
generous contributors to Founder’s Day!

So, this is the basic information about Founder’s Day — But | thought today that it might
be good to take a closer look at our history to better understand more about the
Founders of our Conference and our churches.
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So, who are our Founders?
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When | was a young boy, | went to Sunday School at the San Fernando Valley Holiness
Church which is now called Crossway. My friends would often ask me “Holiness
Church?” what kind of church is that? Were we Baptists, Lutherans, or Catholics? |
never knew what the answer was to that question, and | never knew who the founders
were of our church — so | always said, “I think we are Japanese Christians.”
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John Wesley — Methodist Church 1784

“Second Work of Grace” — Sanctifying Holiness

The answer to the founder question is this man. His name is John Wesley and he
founded the Methodist Church in America in 1784. A key part of Wesley’s teaching was
the “Second Work of Grace.” The first work of grace is when we accept Jesus as our
Lord and Savior. But it does not end there. Once we are “born again” we must
continue to grow to become more Christ-like. This Second Work of Grace is to become
more sanctified — to grow in our “Holiness.”
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A Clear Biblical Basis for Holiness

...but as he who called you is holy, you also
be holy in all your conduct, since it is
written, “You shall be holy, for | am holy.”

1 Peter 1:15-16 (Leviticus 19:2)
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This leads to our “Question of the Day” The founding Protestant denomination we are
most closely aligned with are the (Free) Methodists. The largest Holiness Church in
America is the “Church of the Nazarene” — so extra credit if you said that.
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1843

Wesleyans Split from Methodist Episcopals
Anti-Slavery and Social Justice

THE ’
wesleyan

METHODIST CHURCH

About 60 years after the Methodist Church was established, in 1843, the church split
and the Wesleyan Methodist church is formed because they do not agree with slavery.



The Wesleyans said, “How can you say you have holiness, if you think it is OK to make
people slaves?”
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The Way Of
Holiness

by Phoebe Palmer

Also, in 1843, a Methodist woman named Phoebe Palmer writes a book which becomes
very popular. Itis called “The Way of Holiness” and she also publishes a magazine
called “The Guide to Holiness.” This becomes the start of the Holiness Movement.
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Founding “Mother of the Holiness Movement”

PHOEBE PALMER

Therefore, Phoebe Palmer is considered the “Founding Mother” of our Holiness
Conference. It is important to note that women are an important part of our founding
history.
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Founding Holiness Hymn: “Blessed Assurance”

One of Phoebe Palmer’s good friends was another woman from the Holiness
Movement. Her name was Fanny Crosby. You may know that name as she is one of
the most famous Christian hymn writers in history. She wrote over 8000 Christian
hymns. One day, Fanny Crosby came to visit Phoebe Palmer. Phoebe Palmer’s
daughter (also named Phoebe), Phoebe Palmer Knapp, was a musical composer and
she had recently written some music. She asked Fanny to listen to the music to see if
any words came to her mind — Fanny listened and immediately said, “Blessed
Assurance, Jesus is mine.” We might consider “Blessed Assurance” a founding
Holiness Hymn.
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Another organization from the Holiness Movement was the Salvation Army which
started in England in 1865. Now, every Christmas when | see Salvation Army
Volunteers in front of stores, it makes me smile because those volunteers are part of
our Holiness family.
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OMS Holiness Conference Founders
Cowman, Kilbourne, Nakada, Kuzuhara

Finally, we get to the 1900s, and this is where we come in. The founders of the OMS
Holiness Conference, were Charles Cowman, Ernest Kilborne, and Juji Nakada. These
men were all Methodists with a heart for evangelism in Japan. They later in 1921
brought Sadaichi Kuzuhara to Los Angeles as our first Holiness Pastor.
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Our Founding Holiness Movement

Complete sanctification — rules to
achieve holy perfection

During the early days of our conference, there were many rules made in order to try to
be perfect in our holiness.
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Segregated Seating in Church

Men and women could not sit together in church. They had to be separated.
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PLAYING CARDS PLAYING CARDS

| was speaking with Reverend George Toda, who was a long time Pastor in our
Conference. He shared many stories with me about the early days of our holiness
history. He gave me permission to share some of those experiences. For example,
when he was a child in Sunday School, the teacher told them how playing cards was
not holy. So, he came home and threw all the decks of cards in the trash, which did not



make his mother very happy. He also said that he and his wife, Pat, had never been to
the movies because that was not a holy thing to do. One day they decided to go out to
a movie together. He said that even though they enjoyed the movie, they felt guilty.
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Other rules — no going to parties or dancing — or course, no alcohol.
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Modesty in appearance and dress

Also, your appearance must be modest and plain. No make up, and the clothes you
wear should not be bright colors.
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1979 Holiness name changes

“The issue kept arising because the word ‘holiness’
was misunderstood, especially in the Deep South. It
was identified with the Holiness group that openly did
snake handling or told its believers their bodies would
not be harmed even if they drank poison.”

OMS Holiness 100" Year Anniversary Edition, p. 73

Other changes took place in 1979. (translate Sugimura Sensei’s quote above).

...they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly
poison, it will not hurt them at all: Mark 16:18 George Hensley, Jamie Coots

The snake handling and drinking of poison in some Southern Holiness Churches in
Kentucky and Tennessee created some negative feelings about Holiness Churches.
The two pastors above both died from rattlesnake bites in church.
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2025 name change proposal

The Oriental Missionary Society
Holiness Church of North America
(1 Corinthians 9:19-22)

For your information, the Shepherd Council is considering a name change for our
Conference which may be a proposition for voting next year. We will keep the name
Holiness in our name. However, we are considering taking out “Oriental” and North
America. The name Oriental is not used anymore and many feel it is offensive to hear
that word. We feel (1 Cor 9:19-21) that Apostle Paul says it is best to use names that
will win more people for Jesus, so they will want to join us.
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Closing thoughts
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If following rules or handling snakes may not make us
holy, where then, does our true holiness come from?

Our sanctification, our holiness comes from the cross and
our union with Jesus Christ.

It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who
has become for us wisdom from God - that is, our
righteousness, holiness and redemption.

1 Corinthians 1:30, NIV
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We may not be perfectly holy. But, Jesus
Christ lived a perfect sinless life and died for
us. It is through his holiness that we too are
made holy.

That is our “Blessed Assurance...”
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